









 While there are some KHUHZKRDUHIDPLOLDUZLWK.U]\V]WRI.LHĞORZVNLQRW
HYHU\RQHLVVRDELWRIEDFNJURXQGLV LQRUGHU.LHĞORZVNLZDVD
Polish film director most famous for his series of three films Tricolour: White, 
Red, Blue (20022004+HEHJDQDVDGRFXPHQWDU\ILOPPDNHU LQ3RODQG+H
VZLWFKHGWR¿FWLRQEHFDXVHKHWKRXJKWKHFRXOGEHPRUHWUXWKIXO WKDWZD\The 
Decalogue ILUVWEURDGFDVW LQ1989ZDV WKDWZRUN WKDWPDGHKLPZHOONQRZQ
especially in Europe. The Decalogue is a series of 10 ILOPVEDVHGRQ WKH7HQ











Decalogue 5: A Short Film about Killing and Decalogue 6: A Short Film about 
LoveZHUHPDGHDQGUHOHDVHGIRUPRYLHWKHDWHUV










ZKROHRIThe Decalogue UHSUHVHQWVDNLQGRI“Divine Comedy” WKDWHQGVZLWK
WKHSURPLVHRIVDOYDWLRQ,QIDFW,WKLQNERWKWKH¿UVWDQGWKHODVW¿OPFRQWDLQWKH
VDPHPHDQLQJEXWUHIUDFWHGGL൵HUHQWO\WKURXJKODXJKWHURUWKURXJKWHDUV
 %\ DQG ODUJH , DP JRLQJ WR SUHVXPH D EDVLF NQRZOHGJH RI WKH7HQ
&RPPDQGPHQWVDQGVR,ZLOOQRWVSHQGWLPH¿OOLQJLQEDFNJURXQGLQIRUPDWLRQ
1HYHUWKHOHVV WKHUH LV DYDULHW\ LQ WKHZD\ WKDWGLIIHUHQWJURXSVQXPEHU WKH
commandments and VR,ZLOOVLPSO\JLYH\RXWKHYHUVLRQRIWKH&RPPDQGPHQWV












 4. Honor your father and your mother.
 5 <RXVKDOOQRWNLOO
 6. You shall not commit adultery.
 7. You shall not steal.
 8 <RXVKDOOQRWEHDUIDOVHZLWQHVVDJDLQVW\RXUQHLJKERU
 9. You shall not covet your neighbor¶VZLIH
 10. You shall not covet your neighbor¶s goods.
 ,WZLOOEHKHOSIXOWREHDULQPLQGWKH¿UVWDQGWKHWHQWK
 1,DPWKH/RUGWK\*RGWKRXVKDOWQRWKDYHVWUDQJHJRGVEHIRUHPH
 10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor¶s goods.
 -XVWDZRUGDERXWWKH¿UVWFRPPDQGPHQW7KHUHLVDORQJKLVWRU\RI-HZLVK
and Christian interpretation that sees all of the commandments as contained 
LPSOLFLWO\ LQ WKH ILUVW FRPPDQGPHQW7KHDSRFUDSKDOERRN WKH:LVGRPRI
6RORPRQVD\V“)RUWKHZRUVKLSRILGROVQRWWREHQDPHGLV WKHEHJLQQLQJDQG
cause and end of every evil” (14.27-RKQ&DOYLQZURWH WKDWZKDWZDVFDOOHG
LGRODWU\ZDVPRUHWKDQMXVWDQLQGLYLGXDOVLQLWZDVDUHÀHFWLRQRIWKHIRUPRIDQ\
VLQ6W7KRPDV$TXLQDVEHIRUHKLPKDGVDLGWKDWLGRODWU\LVWKH“FDXVHEHJLQQLQJ
and goal”RIHYHU\VLQ(DFKFRPPDQGPHQW WKHQ LVDERXWQRWDYRLGLQJEXW
RYHUFRPLQJ WKH LGRODWU\ WKDWZHDOZD\VDOUHDG\DUHSHUSHWUDWLQJ7KHILUVW
FRPPDQGPHQWLVQRWRQHDORQJVLGHWKHRWKHUQLQHEXWWKHLUSULQFLSOHVWUXFWXUH
DQG LQWHQW ,EHOLHYH WKDW.LHĞORZVNLDQG3LHVLHZLF] WRRN WKLVDV WKHLUVWDUWLQJ
point.
 7KHWHQWKFRPPDQGPHQWRQWKHRWKHUKDQGIRUELGVWKHGHVLUHIRUWKLQJVWKDW





that prohibits the desiring of the goods of one¶s neighbor attempts to resolve the 
number one problem of every human community: internal violence.” He sees the 
WHQWKFRPPDQGPHQWDVVNHWFKLQJD“fundamental revolution in the understanding 
of desire.” It alerts us to the fact that “our neighbor is the model for our desires. 
7KLV LVZKDW , FDOOPLPHWLFGHVLUH” He continues: “The principle source of 





QLQHHLJKWVHYHQDQGVL[ LQ WKH3URWHVWDQWQXPEHULQJ$OO WKRVHVLQVIORZRXW
RIWKDWZKLFKLVSURKLELWHGLQWKHWHQWKFRPPDQGPHQWFRYHWRXVQHVVRUVLPSO\
desire.  
  If the Decalogue devotes its final commandment to prohibiting desire for 
ZKDWHYHUEHORQJVWRWKHQHLJKERULW LVEHFDXVHLW OXFLGO\UHFRJQL]HVLQWKDW





Girard goes further and sees that mimetic desire and mimetic rivalry also form a 








RZQZKLOHEHLQJUHODWHGWRDOO WKHRWKHUV,ZLOOVKRZKRZDecalogue 1 creates 



















LPDJHVDQGZLWKRXWZRUGV ,W LVDNLQGRI LPSOLFLWZDUQLQJEHZDUHRIZRUGV
There are realities that language cannot handle. One of these realities is death 
HVSHFLDOO\ WKHGHDWKRIDFKLOG7KHUHDUHQRZRUGV.LHĞORZVNLUHVSHFWV WKLV
reality. 
 Decalogue 1 is the story of the death of a child. There are three main 
FKDUDFWHUV3DZHO WKHVRQZKRGLHV.U]\V]WRI WKHIDWKHUZKRLVDXQLYHUVLW\









DQ\RI WKHFKDUDFWHUV , WKLQN.LHĞORZVNLKDVDUUDQJHGWKHPRYLH WRHPSKDVL]H
WKLVSRLQW, WKLQNWKLVHYHQJRHVDZD\WRH[SODLQLQJVWUXFWXUDOO\WKHDEVHQFHRI
WKHPRWKHU7KHIDWKHU WKHVRQDQGWKHDXQWDUHQRW LQULYDOU\ZLWKHDFKRWKHU
































RI LWVGHIDFHPHQW5RZDQ:LOOLDPVZURWH LQKLV VWXG\RI'RVWRHYVN\“The 
divine image establishes itself not by universally compelling attraction but by its 
HQGXUDQFHWKURXJKGLVUXSWLRQDQGGH¿OHPHQW”:LOOLDPV2011208-HVXVZDV










 1RZOHWXVWXUQWRDecalogue 10EXWNHHSLQJDecalogue 1 in mind.
 It can only be deliberate that Decalogue 1 and Decalogue 10 are so 
GLDPHWULFDOO\RSSRVHG LQVRPDQ\ZD\V1 is a tragedy; 10 is a comedy. The 




for 10. 1LVWKHVWRU\RIDIDWKHUKLVVRQDQGWKHIDWKHU¶s sister. 10 is the story of 
WZREURWKHUV7KHUHDUHQRVLQVFRPPLWWHGLQ1. In 10 at least Commandments 6
789DQG10DUHEURNHQ,WRSHQVZLWKDVRQJFRPPDQGLQJLWVOLVWHQHUVWREUHDN
WKHFRPPDQGPHQWVDQG WKHVLQJHU WKH\RXQJHURI WKH WZREURWKHUVVHHPVWR




because “everything belongs to you.” In 1*RGLVVSRNHQRIEXWLQ10 neither God 
QRUUHOLJLRQLVHYHUPHQWLRQHG$QGDV,ZURWHDWWKHEHJLQQLQJ1HQGVZLWKWHDUV
ZKLOH10HQGVZLWKODXJKWHU
 1HYHUWKHOHVV , FODLP WKDW WKH\ UHYHDO WKH VDPH UHDOLW\ MXVW GLIIHUHQWO\




NLQGHVWZD\WRSXW LW LV WRUHSHDW WKHZRUGVXVHGDWKLVIXQHUDO+LVIDPLO\KLV
SURIHVVLRQDO OLIHHYHQKLVHPRWLRQVZHUHVDFUL¿FHGWRD“noble passion.” What 
ZDVWKDWQREOHSDVVLRQ"6WDPSFROOHFWLQJ7KHPDQKDGPDQDJHGWRJDUQHU11 
gran prixDZDUGVDQGSDUWLFLSDWHLQVL[LQWHUQDWLRQDOH[KLELWLRQV,QIDFWWKHPDQ
appears in Decalogue 8YLVLWLQJDQRWKHULQKDELWDQWRIWKHDSDUWPHQWFRPSOH[WR
VKRZKHUKLV ODWHVWDFTXLVLWLRQ7KHZRPDQFRPPHQWV WRDQRWKHU WKDW WKHPDQ
ORYHVKLVVWDPSVDVLIWKH\ZHUHKLVJUDQGFKLOGUHQ
 ,PXVWSDXVHIRUDPRPHQWWRSRLQWRXWIURPDPLPHWLFYLHZSRLQWWKHVKHHU






ZLOOSD\ IRUD VWDPSRUHYHQD VHULHVRI VWDPSV$VWDPS LVZRUWKZKDWHYHU






the funeral that their father has debts. With incredible economy KieĞORZVNLVKRZV
the older brother¶VDOPRVWLQVWLQFWXDODZDUHQHVVRI“value”ZKHQDQHLJKERUR൵HUV
to cancel the father¶s debt if he can help himself to some stamp in the collection. 
:LWKQRNQRZOHGJHRIVWDPSVDQGXSWRWKDWSRLQWQRLQWHUHVWWKHVRQVWLOOWXUQV
KLPGRZQ



























 %XW ODXJKWHU LV DQ DPELJXRXV UHDOLW\ DQG VR LWV FRQWH[W EHFRPHV DOO
important. One can laugh at VRPHRQHDQGWKHODXJKWHUEHFRPHVDZD\RIPDUNLQJ




   LV DPRQJ WKH IHZZKR UHFRJQL]H WKH H[LVWHQFHRI D WUXO\ VXSHULRU
ODXJKWHU WKHRQH WKDWZHOFRPHV LWVRZQGRZQIDOO8QOLNHVRPDQ\RIRXU
peevish “GHP\VWLILHUV”KHZDVQRWEXLOGLQJLQWHOOHFWXDOFDJHVLQZKLFKWR
LPSULVRQHYHU\RQHEXWKLPVHOI+HUHDGODXJKWHU LQD3DVFDOLDQOLJKWDVD
sign of contradiction pointing both to the “LQ¿QLWHPLVHU\” and the “LQ¿QLWH
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